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THE DEAN OF OLD BULGARIAN STUDIES 

 
The body of texts in the book before you is definitely oriented to the past of the 

Bulgarian language and to the history of Old Bulgarian literature – an area of Mediaevistics, 
to which Assoc. Prof. Dora Mircheva, the real doyenne of Old Bulgarian Studies in our 
country, dedicated scores of years of hard work, crowned with unfailing success. This 
accounts for the twofold nature of the collection of papers and scientific reports by her 
disciples, adherents or simply colleagues. A closer view on most of the texts included here 
reveals, however, that they follow the best examples of comprehensiveness, or rather 
syncretism of research in the best meaning of this word, in so far as they do not mirror 
immanently either historically treated language problems or literary history and textological 
research exclusively. If I am allowed to make such an analogy, this comprehensive approach 
reminds me of the creed of Marc Bloch and Lucien Febvre, historians and creators of the 
journal Annales d'histoire économique et sociale, founded in the late 20ies of the 20th century. 
The method developed by them, which has had beneficial influence in the course of years, 
requires examining of any document from all possible viewpoints without confining it or 
making it a source of one science only. Distancing from the studied cultural phenomenon 
helps revealing the hidden logic in social coherence and reaching indirectly to the essence of 
phenomena, which seems inexplicable at first glance. Prof. Mircheva, too, follows this 
approach without any metamorphoses. This is precisely what facilitates her work in a quite 
broad scope of Mediaevistics – from studies of Old Bulgarian monuments, through texts of 
the Middle Bulgarian age and even to comparatively more modern times. It was she who 
actually built the foundations of the Bulgarian historical lexicology with the theoretical 
formulations in the Dictionary of Old Bulgarian Language in two volumes, being the chief 
editor of this work. Her scholarly pursuits have brought her to develop key issues in the 
history of the Bulgarian literary language, where she is indisputable leader. Her publications 
of “Slovata” (Discourses) by John the Exarch and of the famous homily by Epiphanius of 
Cyprus on the descent of the Saviour into hell are masterpieces even to this day. She has 
authored over 150 scientific works, which quoted time and again at home and abroad. 
Responses about her research work and about the publications of monuments in the 
periodicals are always favourable and, besides the estimation of scientific eruditeness, many 
emphasize her tolerance and uncompromising pursuit of the path to truth. I will finish with a 
laudatio, a modified expression of the acclamations for Byzantium emperors at the crowning 
ceremonies: Multi anni professorum, magnorum professorum multi anni! 
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